MAKERS   OF   DESTRUCTION

cultural associations, imagining themselves as they did- so
to be specially favoured free spirits; they did not dream
that the ideas they took to be new and enfranchising were
very old and rather hackneyed.

"No," said Forster to me once, "if all that National
Socialism meant was the creation of a great new Germany,
we might go and bury ourselves. It is a new world epoch
that we are creating, an entirely new, great civilization. Oh,
if you would but realize Hitler's greatness!" he added, in a
burst of ecstatic enthusiasm. Then he walked to and fro,
with long, stiff strides, and sermonized in tense, strained
tones, with ungainly gestures. "Hitler," he said enthu-
siastically, "will redeem the world. He will one day receive
divine honour as the saviour of the peoples. If National
Socialism had not come, the human race would have died
out. Literally. Or don't you believe it? Don't you see that
it is going to ruin with its civilization?"

I will not reproduce the whole vision Forster described
for me. He saw not only a single people threatened today,
as in past ages, with national extinction, but that same fate
threatening all the peoples of the world. A materialist
civilization and a false morality were driving humanity
step by step to self-destruction. Things that ought to be mere
conveniences of existence had come to dominate life. Man
had imprisoned himself in a labyrinth of his own making.
Only truly strong and free men could still remove the curse
of the mechanized civilization and of false morality. Such
fanciful ideas of the inescapable death of the civilized
peoples through their materialist civilization and their
political forms of life were popular in Germany even before
Spengler. Nazism regards its use of them as the basis of a
practical poliey as its greatest achievement,

"Hitler," Forster boasted, "is snatching the world back
from the path to death. The glorification of the weak and
morbid is Judaism, is Christianity. That is why *we hate
both* We talk of the Jew, but we mean the Christian as well*
Jew and Christian are one and the same thing, don't forget
that. The time is coining when we shall destroy the Chris-
tiam, just as today we are persecuting the Jews. Christianity
is .the ,mortal sin against the healthy life/*